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Editorial. 
Compulsory education, at least as far as it relates to the public 
schools, will seem far less of a bugbear when the people shall 
agree as to what constitutes a necessary education for citizenship. 
Let there be an agreement as to the number and kind of studies 
to be pursued in our public schools, and then it will be easier to 
say that evety boy and girl shall be educated to a certain extent. 
If a cumpulsory law is enforced where children are obliged to 
attend schools in which a large portion of the little time which 
they do attend is devoted to music, drawing, and "object les-
sons,'" there may well be reluctance on the part of the parents 
to favor the ll!-w, but if it is essential that the first rudiments of 
reading, writing, and numbers be taught to ai' children, then it 
should be made possible for such children as can attend school 
only a few weeks in each year to learn the very most of those 
subjects within the allotted time. 
. In large 'schools, the school as a whole should be the unit, and 
not any department or .division of it; and the general welfare 
should be the main consideration. To this end each teacher's 
room should be her castle, to attend to the welfare of her pupils 
while they are with her, and drop them absolutely when they 
adv.ance te a higher department, ' room, 9r class. Any maudlin 
interest a teacher affects toward children after they have left 
her, any interference with their progress or with the methods of 
the higher department, or any criticisms to them upon the action 
of the teacher next above, is . simply deviltry in disguise. It is 
fraud and humbug originating in jealousy of the teacher above. 
It is not hard to deceive children. One with a flaccid mind, on 
the same intellectual plane, may easily bamboozle children, by 
an affectation of kindness and personal interest in them, and the 
result of such maudlin sentimentality is as demoralizing as it is 
dishonest in its nature. 
The hopelessness, the shiftlessness, the impenetrable igno-
rance which too often characterize the dealings of boards of ed-
ucation, especiaUy in cities, with the schools in their charge, has 
long been a matter of comment. The truth of this observation 
is becoming more apparent every day. But in the language of 
Boss Tweed, What are we going to do about it? Give teachers a 
"seat on the floor." Let the charters of cities ·be so . amended 
that teachers, practica:l working teachers, may ' become 
members of the board of education, that they may par-
take in the debates, may make suggestions on educational mat-
ters, and guide the deliberations of the board in virtue of their 
superior tact and educational acumen. It is not necessary that 
they should vote, although if they should be accorded that privilege 
it would do considerable good to the schools and save much 
money to the tax-payers which i. now spent in getting up costly 
graded courses that are never used. 
In .some quarters there is an atmosphere of opposition to the 
appointment of married women as teachers and oppression upon 
their retention where already employed. This feeling tiecomes 
peculiarly intense against women whose husbands are somewhat 
well-to-do_ There is neither reason, nor philosophy, nor- . policy · 
. in such a movement. It originates in the notion that the young 
girls should have a chance. There is no reason in this cry. The 
young girls who deserve a chance will eventually get 'it, and, as 
for the others, many of them had better make dresses or scrub. ' 
If married women who are well off be obliged to resign, why 
not married men who are wealthy? What right has a man worth 
fifty or sixty thousand dollars to keep some poor young peda=-
gogue or new graduate out of a job? And again, what right 
have the daughters of rich men, who teach only to buy ' ribbons 
and jewelry to keep deserving young graduates out 'of tlie 
schools? And finally, what business is it of anybody to know 
whether teachers, or their husbands, or their "sisters, or ,th~i'J: 
cousins, or their aunts" are well off or otherwise? In this mat-
ter competency alon~ should be the test and standard of incum-
bency. 
And ·now the Michigan .Legislature has got it. Senate Bill 
No. 223, which is a substitute for Senate Bills 151 and 15:l, 
reported by the Committee on Education and Public Schools, 
was ordered printed May I, "to provide for uniform and cheaper 
school text-books." What is it, or who is it, that puts this 
cra~y notion into the heads of the otherwise innocent legislators? 
Uniformity is a good thing, and low prices are a good thing-
pro.v,ided t~ey, are established under the regular and legitimate 
laws of trade competition, but all these legislatures ~em to go 
at their work in the wrong way; they attempt too much; they 
undertake te overthrow instead of correct the existing order ef 
things. To secure uni(ormity it is not necessary that a new or 
• 
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state contract for books should be made, nor is it necessary that 
any new books should be prepared on purpose for the schools of 
a particular state. And to get cheap books it is only necessary 
to have a wise and independent committee or commission who 
shall receive bids from publishers, and accept the lowest, all 
things considered, just as other kin'ds of goods are purchased in 
large quantities. This proposed action is in the face of the ad-
vice, ~gument, and best interests of all experienced educators 
and educational agencies in the land. It is popular ignorance 
attempting to subvert history and experience, and can no more 
succeed than truth and history can be stamped out of existence. 
It may be worth while. to give particular attention to this Mich-
igan project next week, and show in detail the absurdity of the 
bill, but we hope not; the subject is becoming monotonous. 
In the matter of written examinations, so fully discussed in 
some of our contemporaries, there is one point that has not been 
touched upon. It is 'the time allotted for the completion of the 
work. Upless this is taken into account, there can be no true 
comparison of the results. Granting the questions of equal 
difficulty, it would be absurd to compare the averages of a class 
which w~ allowed an hour only for the examination with those 
of one which was allowed as much time as its members chose to 
take. Provided the time is not too short, the better plan is to 
fix a certain limit. But a decidedly unfair and vicious method 
is to allow teachers to cram on one branch and then have an 
examination on it; cram on another and then examine, and so 
on to the end of the chapter, which may extend over the space 
. of weeks or even months. Ge~ting high averages and a large 
number of promotions is one thing, and getting them honestly 
is another. 
In a certain city, the Superintendent of Schools gets only 
'$3,000 per annum, while the Chief of Police and Fire Marshal 
get each $3,600, and the Boss Scavenger $3,500. This state of 
things is shameful, and the teachers themselves are to blame for 
it, since they fail to assert themselves in any quarter other than 
the petty province of their school authority. The state of things 
becomes still more provoking when it is observed th;tt a member 
of the Board of Education in the 'same city subscribes to a 
private purse to make the salary of the. Chief of Police $r"5,000 .. 
Just look at it. A country youth comes to a large city and gets 
on the police force and is glad to get there; gets 700 dollars a 
year and is glad to get it; and in a few short years overtops the 
Superintendent of Schools in the manner described above. 
Are we men or mice? or what is the matter with us anyway? 
Perhaps It is because we are so judicious. It does seem as 
though no man could get up educationally unless he is a little of 
a dunce, or a little of a coward, .or a great deal of both. 
Superintendent Kiddie of New' York City has published a book 
of spiritual communications, which haS made quite a sensation in 
New York and elsewhere. The only criticism the WEEKLY has 
to make on the perfo~ance is that when Mr. Kiddle again places 
the spirits on tap, he had .better select an article of higher proof. 
We hasten to the defense of Supt. Kiddie: His strong weak-
ness for spiritualism is no sign of weakness of character, or in-
efficiency in the discharge of his important duties. Mr. Kiddie 
is a strong man. He has a pOwerful knack 'of getting work, and 
good work too, out of his assistants. His report is always a 
model of pith and information. We had a private epistolatory 
set-to .with him once and we got beautifully walloped. Great 
strength of character implies weakness in some one direction. 
Was not Napoleon superstitious? Show me a man of perfect 
-balance and I will show .you a perfect dunce. " Great wit 
to madness nearly is allied . " 
As far as we are acquainted, all school superintendents are a 
little daft in some particular. One dives into speculative phi-
losophy so deep as to ·Iose sight of everything else and make 
everything lose sight of him. Another is soft on philanthropy 
and benevolence; so much so_that the greatest humbugs in his 
schools get the most favors from him, provided they approach 
him l\ijIued with a pitiful story. A third is wild on the subject 
of blanks to such an extent that, if he were not criticised and 
the printing appropriation limited, he would shingle the roofs, 
carpet the floors, and paper the walls of his school houses with 
blanks fearfully and wonderfully made . . Yet these are all good, 
sound sensible men and excellent superintendents. As far as 
we can see Mr. Kiddie's insanity has taken the mildest and 
l ea~t expensive form. 
HUSBAND THE RESOURCES. 
The American people have always been generous to the public 
schools, and if there are some weak-kneed persons among them 
at the present time, it is not at all surprising. Large tracts of 
public lands which were given as endowments to the public 
schools have in too many cases been jobbed out of the posses-
sion of the schools This was particularly the case in the West-
ern States during the era of peculation and public plunder which 
had its origin in the civil war. Teachers are deeply interested 
in this matter. The people of the country districts feel keenly 
the burden of taxation and are apt to VIsit some of their burdens 
on the teachers in the shape of small salaries. If the school sec-
tion of the township is prop~rly managed, the revenue derived 
therefrom will pay nearly all the expenses of the sclwol, so that 
the tax is light and there is less grumbling at the high (?) sala-
ries paid to the teachers. Here in Chicago we have a keen ap-
preciation of the advantages derived from a proper administra-
tion of the school endowment property. With "scrip discounted 
eight per cent," it is very pleasant to receive three months' pay 
in crisp. greenbacks, and all this comes of the honest, judicious, 
and careful administration of the School fund property commit-
tee. Teachers should be very careful of the property of the 
district, as it is their duty as well as interest to be so. Every dollar 
spent in buying new desks, new globes, or in fixing the stove, is so 
much taken from the teacher's salary, and be it remembered that 
there are not a few school directors who are much more likely 
to pay high prices for school furniture than high salaries to 
teachers. 
ALL ABOARD FOR EUROPE. / . 
The School Bulletin, in giving some counseJA'o teachers re-
specting the different ways of spending the" summer vacation , 
speaks as follows of the European tour advertised in the col-
limns of the WEEKLY. 
;'Thomas Cook & Son is an old eSlablished firm of long experience and im-
mense business. They furnished last year 75 ,000 tickets between London 
and Paris, and 400",000 to the exposition. Their circulars give the f~1l "ar-
ticulars of a greater variety of routes than any o.ne else can offer, their rates 
are low, and every agreement they enter into they have the power as well as 
the will to execute. . 
"Our readers w1l1 all feel an inclination toward the party conducted by 
?rof. Burchard, however, and so far as" the trip he has laid out corresponds 
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with their own preferences ' they will be l.ikely to avail themselves of his ser-
vices, and of the companionship of the party he gathers togetho:r. He sends 
his attractive book of 168 pages, "Two Months in Europe," wIthout charge, 
to anyone who thinks of taking the trip, asking them nothing for it if they 
purchase a ticket, and o!herwise allowing them to either send back the book 
or a half-dollar, as they choose." 
REVIEWS. 
Handbook 0/ R t'luirt1lltnts /01" A dmission to Col/tgts of tl" Unittd Statts. 
By A. F. Nightingale, A_ M., Principal of Lake View High School, Ra-
venswood, near Chicago. Published by D. Appleton & Co., New York, 
Boston, and Chicago. Price $1. 
Every boy and girl preparing for college, and every teacher of 
preparatory classes, 'should possess a copy of this book. It will 
give more insight into certain peculiar college characteristics 
than the perusal of a hundred catalogs. In two hours' study a 
boy can learn more about the variou~ colleges of the country 
than by actually visiting them all ; for here are the actual dis-
tinctions fully portrayed, while a transient visit might give an 
erroneous impression. In this we have the guide-boards, as it 
were, for all the colleges, and by these we may know the peculiar 
work done or attempted by each. Such a knowledge is of great 
value to the sub-freshman. When he enters college he knows 
what he is doing, at least relatively; he knows just what rank 
his chosen college holds among the 422 colleges of the country, 
and this knowledge helps to give him a better command of the 
, situation 
The book is valuable also as a work of reference. It would 
be a needle;s task to commit to memory all the numerous facts it 
contains, and many of them now facts may be materially modi-
fied in a few years; but there are many facts and statistics which 
can riot be found in as good' shape in any other American publi-
cation. Here we have not only a complete list of all the colleges 
and universities in the United States, and the courses of study 
and requirements for admission and graduation of the represen-
tative ones, out we have also the cost of books, board, room-rent, 
Latin pronunciation used, and various other facts and statistics 
of vital importance to the preparatory student. 
The book is the first and only one of its kind, yet its CODl-
pleteness and finish are equal to the product of modern school-
book competition. It is what has always been wanted, and now 
that it may be had, becomes at once a necessity in every high 
school and academy, as well as a desideratum among all teachers 
in higher institutions of learning. It is one of those peculiarly 
satisfactory works, the special product of a student . and scholar, 
the outgrowth of experience and practice, such a work as we 
might have expected to find long ago, but which no one ever un-
dertook, and which at once fills a place which can never again 
be left unoccupied. It is one of those multum in paroo works 
which are 'becoming so popular in these days, containing the 
cream of the whole subject, with none of the froth. 
The print and binding are done in the first-class style so char-
acteristic of the Appletons, and so gratifying to the pride of the 
pUl'chaser, especially the purchaser whose taste leads him to jn-
vest in such a book as this. 
TIlt Mullu", in Parvo Music L t avtt. For use in Day Schools, Music Classes, 
and tlie Home Circle. Pniladelphia: Jobn J. Hood. 63 pages, price 40 
cents. 
Send for it, you will not be sorry. Each page contains at least 
one gem of song. Sometimes only the air is given, sometimes 
two parts, sometimes more, and occasionaUy a piano accompa- -. 
Diment. The book is novel in its arrangement, but none the worse 
for that. It is literally llIullum in paroo, and the multum is all 
b(l1lUm. 
Tilt Lift, Travds, and Lutrary Carllr 0/ Baya"d Tay/or. By Russell H. 
Conwell. Boston : B. B. Russell & Co. Cllicago: Andrews & Dorman. 
1879. Sold only by subscription. 
The author of this sketch .has written better than lte knew, and 
better than his publishers expected. In an attempt to write a 
biography so hastily and to meet so sudden and urgent a de-
mand, it could not be expected that a detailed work it TO ad, as 
Thucydides said, would be produced, and yet we seem to have in 
Col. Conwell's work the carefulness of diction, the fullness of 
detail, and the accuracy of statement which are usually the result 
of years of study and labor. The greater portion of this work 
was written, published, and sold before the ob.sequies and burial 
of its silbject; and yet it is scarcely defective. For the present 
time it is all that is wanted-not too voluminous, and not im-
perfect. It contains 358 pages, with fourteen full-page iIIustra-
trations. It will soon find. a place in the library of every Ameri" 
can patriot and scholar. 
"Upon .the world's great battle-field, the brave 
Struggle, and win, and fall . They proudly go, 
Some to unnoticed graves, :!.tId some to stand 
With earth's bright catalogue o~ great and good." 
THE MAGAZINES. 
ARTI 9LES FOR . TEACHERS TO READ. 
Sunday Afternoon-May. 
The Humility of Positivism. By Rollo Ogden. ' 
The Mormons, II. By Thomas L. Rogers. 
The Present Standing of Political Economy. By Francis A. 
Walker. 
An Excellent Mathematician, Philosopher, and Divine. By 
Susan D. Nickerson. 
A Curious Phenomenon of the Plains. By Alfred Terry Bacon. 
The Year. By Annie E. Cole. 
Appkton's .!ournal-May. 
The Position and Influence of Women in Ancient Athens. By 
James Donaldson. 
On the Choice of Books. By Frederick Harrison. 
The Prince/Otl Review-May. 
Force, Law, and Design. By President Porter, Yale College. 
University Work in America. By Prof. B. L. Gildersleeve, Johns 
Hopkins University. 
Seience and a Future State. By Balfour Stewart, Manchester. 
A Plea for Free Trade. By Arthur Arnold, London. 
BOTANY-ITS PLACE IN EDUCATION. 
Prof. L. R. F. GRIFFIN, Lake Forest University. 
TWO things should be specially sought in teaching any branch • of Natural History. The pupils mus~ be taught to ob-
ser.ve accurately, and to classify upon c'orrect principles. Botany 
is peculiarly fitted to secure these ends, since all children are 
naturally interested in flowers. With tliesetwo purposes fully in 
view, how can they be secured? 
I. Teach as little as possible from the text-book. Some good 
flora should be at hand for ready reference, and a full glossary. 
But the fi~t should be used only to enable the pupil to identify 
some strange flower which ha., awakened interest, and for analysis 
after the pupil has acquired some facility. The glossary should 
be 'in constant 'requisition to explain any unknown terms. 
H. Giye the pupil the/ewest fe,mspossz'ble, whose use he is to 
r~m~mper-, Manr stucleMS, ~specially young children, are dis-
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heartened by the number of tenus found in the ordinary text-
borks. Use only such as are essential. 
III. Give the pupil the flower from the outset, to puli' apart, 
and let him learn the parts from that. Direct his attention at 
once to the four essential parts of the I ypical flower, the calyx, 
corolla, stamens, and pistils, and show that they are arranged in 
whorls. Wnen the pupil takes a second 'flower, he readily no · 
tices that in this again these parts are arranged in the same or-
der. 
IV. ' Encourage the student at once to classify for himself. 
Thus, g:ve the student, for the first flower, Hepatica acuti/oba. 
He will quickly find that it has three bracts that at first glance 
he will mistake for a calyx, but a little careful attention will show 
that they are remote from the flower. He will also himself dis-
cover the fact that the corolla is wanting. By removing the 
various parts, he readily determines that the parts are arranged 
on a system of threes. 
Next, give him the Wake Robin, 'In'llium nivale. Pulling this 
in pieces, he will again quickly find that its parts are also in 
threes. Here, then, he will at once begin to classify, for he will 
say that plants that are arranged in threes should be classed 
together. 
Then give some plants with a different number of parts, the 
CO'Yslip, for example, Dodecatluon Meadia, and allow him to 
pull this apart. Quickly he discovers that this is arranged by 
fives, and places the plant in a different class from the others. 
,This may b'e extended as far as the'wants of the pupils may seem 
-to demand, but should always cease before it becomes irksome. 
Having can:ied the student thus far, the principles upon which 
Botanists classify should be explained to him, which separate 
plants into Kingdoms, Subdivisions, and Orders. These few 
steps will lead the pupil' to seize 'upon prominent points of re_ 
semblance, and at the same time to notice the -various specific 
differences in the plant. In other words, the pupil has begun to 
observe, and to classify for himself. This h,as really advanced 
him a step in his education, and given him new conscious power, 
always inore valuable than any amount of new text-book memor- ' 
izing. 
WHERE IN THE WORLD COULD IT HAVE BEEN? 
A State superinteilC'Ient who had made, during a 10Dg term of office, h~: 
dreds of visits to uDgraded country schools, declared that he never once saw 
a teacher conducting a recitation without a text· book in haDd; that he seldom 
saw either teaclier or pupils at tbe blackboard; tbat he never saw a school. 
globe actually in use; thatlie never saw a teacher give aD object)esson; that 
he never heard a lesson on morals or manners; that he never saw but one 
school.cabiDet; that he na>er saw a reading class trained to stand erect aDd 
hold a book properly; tbat h~ never heard a teacher give a lesson in local 
geography; that classes, when asked to point north, uniformly pointed up-
ward to the zeDitb; that he never heard a spelliDg lesson dictated in which 
tbe teacher did not mispronounce one or more word;; and that he never 
fOJlnd a school where the pupils had ' been traine-d to write ~ letter, either of 
business ~r friends~ip. . 
====== 
MISSOURI.-Prof. E. H. Sawyer, of Macau, has just published a Historical 
Chart for the use of college students. 
Seven students graauated at L'l Grange Co'lege, May 5. The next term 
will begin Sept, 10 . . J. F. Cook, LL. D., is President. .' _ -
'The MiJlouri .State Teacher;' Association will meet in St. Louis June 24. 
An interesting meeting is anticipated. 
The Am,ri~a,. 7fJUrnalo/ Education says that its exchange list" numbers 
considerably over one thousand papers." 
The Missouri Legislature made the following appropriations for educational 
purposes : To Kirksville Normal S~hool, '15,000; Lincoln Institute,,15,ooo; 
State Univ<;rsity, 139,000; WafTensburg NOlDjal, '15,000; Cape Girard~au 
Normal, 11'5~000. 
Written (or The Educational Weekly . 
THE TEACHER'S RECOMPENSE. 
K. B: REED, Cedar Falls, la. 
The sun's la~t rays ~eemed just to touch 
The old church tower half-lovingly, 
TheD ~ank, among the purple clouds, 
Which covered him right royally . 
These winter days seem all too short 
For work which can't be left undone; 
'But who would lengthen them one jot, 
Could we by wishing stay the sun? 
I opened wide the school-room doors, 
And let the tired children out . 
Away they ran in noisy glee, 
With merry laugh and joyous shout. 
They all had vanished o'er the hill, 
And faintly back the echo ca;"e. 
The leDgthening shadows on the wall 
Seemed ever changing, still the same. 
And still I sat with folded hands, 
With eyes half shut and head bent low. 
And-well-perhaps a tear or two; 
But just because I'd time, you know. 
A teacher's hours must needs be fuU, 
If faithfully the work is daDe. 
So many mischief loving brains 
Whose only toiliDg is for fun. 
These must be shown the better way, 
The higher, nobler aim of life; 
And oh! it sometimes seems to be 
A thankless work, a useless strife. 
Those earnest workers who would reach 
The heights which tower toward the sky, 
What though the way be rough and dark, 
And frowning cliffs seem ever Digh ? 
These must be led with geDtle hand, 
Which must not, dare not lead astray; 
Must be encouraged or restrained 
While onward toiling day by day. 
.oh! if we could but see the end, 
Methmks our hearts would lighter grow,-
Could see the harvest, golden sheaves, 
The harvest of the seed we sow. 
A 'soft step sounds upon the fioor, 
A hand steals timidly in mine, 
Two eyes are raised half doubtfully 
Within who~e depths the tear drops shine. 
"Please, I'm so sorry," lisped a voice, 
"I'll never, never do so more; 
I couldn" play at aU to-day, 
My heart, just here, it felt so sore." 
I clasped the child in both my arms, 
I kissed the dusty, tear-stained cheek. / 
Was not I paid a hundred fold, / 
For every trial of the week? ' 
Children hunger perpetually for new, ideas. They will learn with pleas-
ure from the lips of pe"ple, what would be drudgery to learn from books; and 
';ven if they have the misfortuue to be deprived at many educatioDaJ advan-
tages, they will 'grow up inteIligent, If in childhood, they hear daily the con-
versation of intelligent people. HeDce the importance that the . teacher be 
an intelligent person. 'The child comes home and says, "What do you 
think my teacher told us to:day?" The daily effort of the teacher should 
De to render herself fresh and bright, to meet with the young minds that · 
form her class; not to think "how shall I repress and bottle up all this 
energy. "-N. Y. Sc"ool 7ou,."al. 
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M E M B E R S HIP keep the .r~qulred . " ss.essment Ycry low, the de ajgn being to 
avald peculllary a bJcctJona to mcmbership. IN THE 
SPELLING REFORM ASSOCIATION. 
In 1I1l1HL'er to f,'equent inquiries, lor r ef erence of members, ana to clIll 
aUt lltiolL where n eeded i nf ormation 'is not given toith applica.tion8. 
Eligibility. - Any person , firm, flrgani aatinn , fi r pe riadi-
cal sympathizing with our objcct , - th e . implificction af En"-
lish a rthagraphy, - may, an application with r eqnired f ec be enroll~d.an.the li ~ t af ~cmb~r.a, and ?nt.itled to "II the right~ 
/Lnd prlvlle,jea, the clectlOn bemg subject to mtification at the 
next meeting af the Executivc BOUl·d. There are no qualifiea-
tiona af aej e ar I·ea iclen ~c. 
Privi1e~es. - In addition to th e aru!na~y rights af ".Gting 
an all questlOna, and attend/Ln~e at all meetmga, public ar pri-
vate, each. mCl.lIber will re?e ive fram tjme to time, sug<jestiona 
far work In lil a own scctlOn, reports af eXJlerien~e in other 
pla~ea , and other ,!"'tter af pmctical valiie. In attending meet-
mga and callvent)ona, membera only have the privile<je af 
reduye~ r~.tes. lIicmbera a!so reyeh·e, withont char<je, and !la 
fast aa Issued, one capy af each number a f tile Bulletin af th e 
Assoyiation . This cantaina evcrything af speyial interest to 
fri enda af the refarm, and ia essential to all actively intcrested 
aa it groups together sug<j estiona and infarlllation fralll all sec: 
ti~na af the world . Each issue cantaina 16 l,a<jea , closely 
prmted. Thoae nat membera pay $ 1.00 per yea r, which ia less 
than cast. 
Duties. - There are no required dUtiea, but each member 
ia suppoaed to feel an . added interest in the work that will lead 
him to do all he can to advanye it. We expect any infarlllation 
ar sug<jestion af servi~e to other workera to be sent pramptly 
to the secretary, to be cambjned with similar matte r fram other 
sourgea , and be briefed far the affi~ial Bulletin. The more 
aetive the cooperation, the better; but thoae who sympathize 
with the work, but are unable to give any time ar actual s~ r­
vi~e, should all the more cantribute the 'infiiienye af theil· 
namea and their sljght annUal fBe, with such additional pecU-
niary support lIa they are able to give. 
Expense. - There ia no f ee far jaining, but each member 
paya each year $1.00 towarda expensea. The main dependen~e 
far support ia on life members hillS ($25.00) , and an gifts. All 
who can, are ur<jed to make such gifts, and to take the mem-
berships, which free fram annUal assessments . Aa the interest · 
an the $25.00 ia less than the anniial fee , some prefer thus tn 
pay in advanye . Such payments are doubly valUable to the 
PRINTING SPELLING REFORM STATIONEltY. 
The demand far printe~ lctter-heada," P . O. carda, and N'-
velope.s haa so mUCh. exyeed~d our cxpcc~at.iona that speyinl 
IlITanCJemcnts ha'·c becn perfectcd hy willeh first-class work 
. can bb had nt ~ prjyc. This will indiige many to ad,l tllCir full 
P. Q. address, and perhaps buaincss card ar profess ion, to all 
their statione ry~ All who ha,·c lar(j e lII oil a, likc this SOl' ict.,·, 
hope far tile adapti on af printed headill ga by all writcra, ttl 
IJrevent th e frC(lUCll~ mistakcs and centli aion frelll illeej'ibll· 
namca 61' omission of essenti al llOl"t s of th b address . MOll l' \' 
ia SOlllctimea sent fra lll a P. O. ce lli ilion to seycral States , with 
no indication frem which, ancl tile postmark ia ill cr jible ar i .. 
last bcforc the omission ia noted. B es,ide the :ltlue,i saf~ty it 
ia a grcat ad"onta(je, in r eading a letter ar cord underst" :,,l-
ingly, to see til e name aml lJoSitiOn e r o('ciip l1 tion of the writer 
an opening it. It enen m ukes a tlifl'cre n~e in jud\jin'," all 
opinion a r inqlljry whetllCr th e write ,· ia (I mcrchant. tencllCr. 
er mo.c;hini st, Hnd th e expense at -tltcac ]0,," r a.tes ia so n~n: 
sl~ght, Ie, . than I-lOth af a ycnt e ach , tllat cyery lettcr-wrjt';;· 
wIll, an thinking af th e advantu'j ca , bb willing to incur it. It 
ndda much to tb e ynW e af th e rcfann 11 6tc printcd an til e sta-
tionery, if accumpnn icd by some ])cl'sonnl uddress and we 
gladly t ake. the extro troubl e af cepy, p"oot~rending, ctc. , t.o 
get this printed indarsement scnttercd through the country. 
This l ow-prly~d p~inting ia t.o aid the r cfarDl. It ia cxpectcd 
that e .tCh pcrson will I",Ye some refarm note, at least ti,e new 
lettera ncra,s. the edeJe, printed at tile same time with hia ad-
dress, espcyially aa there ia no char\je far it. The simple 
nlfobet cnnnat affend the DlOst fu stidioys, and helps to call 
nttention t.o ti,e system, whjle it ia in many cnsea a canvenienye 
to· carrcspondents to hayc a printed gujde. Ordera will be 
.. refiiaed at tllCee r ates unless there ia refarm printing at least an 
" baxea and wr"ppera . 
Prices; - Add t to theae ratea to get regiilar pri\,ea. Terma, 
CASH WITH Tln~ ORDER, No DISCOUNTS. 'Vb never pay express 
ar posta(je. 1>llcking, wrapping, ctc. , free; casea needed, at cast. 
l'he prigea arc far 1' . O. carda ar envelopes. :Far note and 
letter heada, add 25 pcr ~ent . D oubl c ar folded sheets cast 
double far printing. 
CaMI'OSI1'ION. All r efarm matter ia witilOUt char<Je. Far 
other matter, extra campoaition and getting rcady, nat over 10 
worda, 25 cts. ; e ach 10 worda, ar fraction ndded, 10 cts. 
PRINTING, 100, 15 cts. ; 200, 25 cts. ; 500, 50 cts.; 1,000, 80 cts. 
Lar<Je qnantitica at vcry low r at.ea furni sht an application, 
stating just ,...·hat ia wanted, - Ijl!antity, quality, and printing. 
Makc capy so plain that there can he no mistake. 
Riwoll>l ASSOCIATION, P. 0.260, 
W01"~e.1·s. - SOllie af our membera have become such t() 
show tllclr lIIterest lind thcir willingness to pay a share af the 
nc\,essary expen se~ , but arc 8 0 sitUatc,1 that, personally they 
,10 11 0. w ork . . W IJ canll:,t ,dlo rd to waste " . ingle yc'nt ill 
Postu\le ar prllltlllg. W !l WIsh to makc cycry item tell alHl 
print~cllllatte~ will be SC llt Ollly t() tilOac who slie';illlly wi sll it. 
A list haa h~en opcne.tl, headct! " 'VOlI"""S. " 1'0 each per-
:-ion en thnt lIst WIll he sent, 'as f(l st aa issued one 61' mol'C ".api~a a~ e ac h ~ircular, placard , eh.Bap chart, 'ar otller pub-
licatIOn IIItended to be posted in praminent ployea ar given to 
cievelop interest. 1'h02C who request it, lnembc;a 61' others 
ore cnrolled aa WOIll<EnS, if they agree that all matter sent tl: 
~Ien~ will re£ bh·c their personlll attcntion, und be put wherc 
It WIll d~. ti,e most good; if a braadside, will be posted in 
a ca~l splCuOUS playc; if a yirciil a r, will he given to onc likely 
to read and h e interestcd; if 0 sug<jcstion far work will be 
rend ~vith attclltion, heeded if practicable, IIntl at all e ; ents will 
. nat be wastcd. 
Matter s~nt ia without charge, lind nny person, member ar 
nat, ~lIay be a '" OR"ER withont paying a vent. 
W e hOI~e · th.is l!st af wor~era will fill up rupidly, and our 
n~en~berslllp ,nil be very lar\tcly repreaented. R equests should 
be, 1Il substan9c, " I wish to be an the list af workera. Matter 
sent to me will do its full work, and nonc will be wasted." 
A slllall pncka<je af dacUments will be mailcd each Ilpplicnnt. 
. How ~ ~oin.- Sen~ your name, full P.O. address, poai-
tlOn, occupation, ar any tltlea ar degree a, that should nppenr 
far identification in a full list af meinbcra, und your Tec far 
th~ c~rrent year (~1) . Your affiyial ycrtificate, entitling to all 
the rIghts :lIId pl"l",legea af membership, will be returnetl. 
'~ORKEUS sign (I ' Ileyial :Ipplication anti reyei"c a spe~ial yer-
tlficate . 
The Assol,iation year carrespanda witll th e cnlcndar . As-
sessments are dUe nt the beginning af the year, and should be 
paid aa early aa canvenient after JanUary 1. While the fee far 
the current yenr praperlyaccompaniea applicationa, nev.,· de-
f.,· em·olment. If nat canvenicnt to send the Tee with the name 
send it later. Bulletina will be sent at onyc an cnrahnent. 
The method of joining, eligibility, expenses, and duties have 
been so fixed that th., ·e is 110 excUSe fo, · withholding memb.,·ship 
except tndiffe,·ence to the wo,·k. We the,·cfo,·e confidently hope 
fo, · acc~ptallce f"om all those to whom this invitation ·is sent. 
P.o. 260, Baston. lIiELVIL DEWEY, Secreta,·y. 
SPELLING REFORlIi STATIONERY. 
At the International Cam'ention a cammittee (Pdaident 
lIiarch, Viy-Preaident Haldeman, and Sccretary Dewey) were 
"ppainted to ·l,repare, far the iise afthe membera and oL~r. in-
terested, note, letter, envelope, and card·hendinga, which should 
attract fAvorable attention, and free the writer fram any sus-
piyion af bad spelling. Satisfactory headinga could nat be 
madc until til e American Philola(Jical and the Spelling R efarm 
Assoc;ia tion hn<llldapted a campliJte scheme far tile changea . 
Now that thi s scheme ia in print, the headinga are affered, 
and urti ed far thiJ lar\jest passiblc lise . Their infiuenyc haa 
he \lII p"oyed 1Il0st powerful, r e aching and interesting people 
af 1111 ' clossca. Every fri end can thus, without expenyc, do 
lIlost vuliiable serviye to the cauae. Praminent literary and 
. buainess men have alrelldy adapted it, and made the way clear 
far thoae timid refarmera who" fear it will be thauglit stran<je." 
T.he yrj\'c ia lII ade low ~y buying at th~ mill nt jabbera' prjyc<, 
,md prmtlllg before cutting up, and still a small prafit ia left 
the Asso~iation. Speyial indbllements will be affered to thoae 
uaing lar<je qU'Ultitica, a,· buying to give Ilwayar sell again. 
Any speyia l s izca , qUlllitiea, ar printinga , lit low rates, :La 
. lIlanUfllctiirera and printera interested in the refarm ha"e 
affered lar, jc indiiyements to Up. this stationery. . 
Aa 110 re har<jc wlllltever ia made far the refarm printing, /lily 
part af un arder sent unprinted must be at the same priyea. 
SUperfine, iJ kilo ]laper, p.inted note-heada, 25c. per 100 
sheeta . 
Tins paper ia 12~ X 20 ·clll. (5 X 8 in.), unruled. Ruled at 
the same priye. Folded ar double size, double prj<;e, 50e. 
Letter-paper; double note size, 50e. Folded letter, $1.00. 
1,000 sheets far priye af 800. Printed postals, $1. 10 per 100. 
Good envelopes, fargc enough far postal-carda, 8 X 18~ Clll . 
(No. 5&) , printed, 2.4c .. per 100. Sallie size , 15 cm. (No.6) , 
28c. per 100. Best white envelopes, 13~ CIII ., printed, 82c, jlcr 
100. Sallie, loreJe size, 15 cm. , 36c. per 100. fhie ia 6c., 
7e., 8c:, Ilnd 9c. per pnck (25) , inclUding printing. 1,000 fer 
p1"jye af 800. 
If ardered by mail the posta,jc will be deducted fram remit-
tanye. lIioney must accompuny ardera. l>acka.gea, with salll-
pIe af all the different headinga, 15c. (5 green stmnps) . 
None can be sent free. Buainess carda, addressea, ar othel' 
extra matter printed at .i r egUlar rates, 100, 15c.; 1,000, 80c. 
All reye).pts fram the sale af this stationery go into the tre,,&-
iiry without cammission. Some send more than the abovo 
prigea, e. g., aa much aa the same would cast elsewhere. Can-
~ribiitiona, however small, are inVited, Rl1d gratefully reyeived. 
,Address, Sl'''l,~'NG RllI'P)lM ASSOCIATION, P.O. 260, Baston. 
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PROPOSED OUTLINE OF COURSE OF STUDY-
CHICAGO PUBLIC SCHOOLS. 
NATURAL HISTORY. 
First Grade.-Human body; names and uses of visible parts. 
The five senses and their use. 
'Second Grade.-Domestic animals; their use and how to treat 
them. 
Tlu'rd Grade.-Wild 'animals mentioned in . the reader, and 
others that are frequently seen, naming familie,s to which they 
belong. 
Fourth Grade.-Animals mentioned in text-books, naming 
families to which they belong. 
Plants; structure, growth, uses. Talks about common kinds 
of /lowers, fruits, grains, and trees. 
Fijtll Grade.-Animals as in preceding grade. Minerals; 
talks about limestone, marble, granite, coal, sait, iron, gold, 
silver, arid ti'n; their appearance, properties, uses, and origin . 
NATURAL PHILOSOPHY. 
Text-book to consist of pages added to reader used, contain-
ing descriptions of experiments and principles upon which they 
are based. One experi~ent a week in one of the following 
topics; explanation by teacher. ' The process and explanation 
to be reproduced by the pupils as a composition. 
Sixth Grade.-.I . Expansion of Solids; 2. Liquids;· 3. 
Gases; 4. Evaporation; S. Ebullition; 6. Fusion and Solidifi-
cation ; 7. Conduction of Heat. 
Sevmtlt Grade:-I. Gravity; 2 . Pendulum; 3 . . Balance; 
4. H}'drostatics; S. Barometer; 6. Thermometry; 7. Upward 
pressure · of the air; 8. Pumps; 9. Reflection; [0 . Refraction; 
II. Eye; 12. Color. 
Eighth Grade.-I. Efflux of Liquids; 2. Hygrometry; 
3· Radiant Heat; 4. Steam Engines; S. Terrestrial Tempera-
tures; 6. Electricity, Phenomena' of; 7. Electricity, Atmos-
pheric; 8. Sound; 9. Qualities of Musical Sound; 10. Light. 
ANOTHER VfAY OF BUSYING THE LITTLE ONES. 
By HELEN GILBERT. 
Among the exercises of the kindergarten, one of those most 
adapted for use in the primary .school is the exercise in form by 
the use of splints. i\ll properly graded fchools now introduce 
form lessons into the first year's worK, and the old question of 
How shall' the little ones 1;>e kept busy, during other recitations? 
is at least partially answered .by the use of splints, instead of re-
guiring the restless little things to be-eonstantly busy with slate 
and pencil. The foundation of a good knowledge of elementary 
straight-line draWing is laid, and the children learn what straight 
lines are,-the eye is cultivated before the hand, and so a great 
principle of our work is obeyed. 
The different angles and combinations of angles, the square, -
oblong, and triangle, usually taught during the first year, are 
easily made with various sized splints, and many. pretty and 
really artistic "'forms," as the kindergarten language calls them, 
ma.y be and often are invented by very young' children. 
'L'lter on in their school life, when the children commence to 
draw curved lines, the kindergarten curved rings may be made 
vl!ry useful in develQping ideas of pretty combinations of curves. 
These materials are easily procured of any school-furnishing com-
p~y, and may be found of great help to some tired teacher. 
SHALL SPELLING BE TAUGHT SEPARATELY? 
To tIlt Editors of tIlt W.tHy.-
In a late number of lhe WEEKLY [Wisconsin Edilio;,) I notice an· arlicle' 
by·W. W. D. in disparagement of the old way of making spelling" a separ~te 
study," and giving some good suggestions on the subject. It seems to me that 
the reaction (rom the olrl method of oral spelling may carry us too far, and 
that some caution may not be out of place. Many teachers, I fear, are too 
eag.er to accept the theory that a child will learn to spell in connection with · 
othe • .exercises; and, without <lny adequate substitute, they abolish the spell. 
ing classes and leave their pupils to absorb their spelling as they go along. 
The result does not justify the system, or lack of system. I believe in teach · 
ing spelling as a separate study. 
I have not time now to argue the point, but only to suggest caution. In my 
day, all child ren learned to spell out of the spelling bo~k, and nearly all were 
good spellers. Now, many advanced pupils spell poorly, and the lack of .early 
training can seldom be repaired. There is a facility of memorizing in the 
youthful mind that makes it easy to acquire and retain the form of words, 
which is wanting in maturer years. I consider it very important that children 
should be practiced regularly in spelling as a separate lesson which they are 
required to study beforehand. It does not seem to me prudent to leave it to 
the chances of other exercise,. Of cOl!rse the lesson should be in writing, or 
a part of it, but it should be distinctly a lesson to be learned. There are 
some teachers, perhaps, that can secure good. r~sults without this; but with 
most, I fear, little will be accomplished without a regular recitation. J should 
be glad to hear from others on this subject. C. W . L. 
THE SCHOOLMASTER IN KANSAS. 
To lIlt Edilo,.s 0/ lIlt W.tHy-, 
"In the tide of immigration to K~nsas, it is astonishing to note the num · 
bel' of distinJuished'jroftssors who have left lucrative po;itiou;, or declined 
the preSIdency of a college in some ea;tern state, in order to come to Kan;a. 
ill search of health. They s!em to improve'wonderfully, and ill a few weeks · 
are able to accept even a country school, simply for the purpose of devotl1l1 
their valuable exper:ence to the school interests of Kansas." 
That dirty little "fling" is my text, although.it is a lIew idea, that, of "de · 
voting experience" to some new enterprise. 
That sentiment could never be entertained, much less ' uttered, hy a true 
American citizen. The spirit there expressed has its exponent in "Carpet 
bagger" in the South, and has caused I",. infinite loss in the quality and quan· 
tity of an immigration which she so much needs. Kansas, too, snffers from 
the same bigoted, narrow views, as shown in her school polity. A "State 
Certificaie" can only be had by K .... sas teachers, no matter to what eminence 
one may have attained in his profession elsewhere. The "open sesame" to 
the "high honor" of ho'ding a State Diploma lies in the magic spell of having 
"taught in KMsas." The old fogies who came here years ago to practice 
their profession in experiments u?On children have no~ the manliness to hold 
their positio~s by keeping their attainments up to the times, and themselves in 
the fro~t by hard labor and free competition, but must need; hedge themselves 
in behind such a narrow prohibition. The result i; as it must be. Nowhere 
in the East could a principal of a public school, or a county superintendent 
of public schools, play cards openly in public stores, as I have seen them do in 
Kan 'as, and kee? his place. You fi ld a "ring" in every county, one man 
teaches in so ne (de?) -graded school until he gets eith';Y lired or ohnoxi JUS, 
a~d another act; as C m'lty S.uperintendent during,/fhe same time-they 
"chang~ places," th! County Su?erinteldent beco;ll{s' pri~cipnl-the princi. 
pal County Superi~tend mI., and-play cards as usua!' 
If one ha, taugh ~ a year in K .... sas he can pass a wrillen eXlmina'ion in ' 
}iVt hours for an "A" grade certificate. That's owing no douht to his "ex· 
perienc:," and to the fact that three men exa'lline him at once. Another good 
thing is, he C.ln 'get his standing and certificlte the d 'y of his ellamination, 
and out of his munific!nt sallrY of $20 to $30 per mo lth, has to pay $1 f<.lr 
the pr:vilege (?) of liei~g ex 'mined and another dolllr to attend a "Norma!." 
What that is I'll be ab'e t6 tell you after I h we seen O!1e. If it i; like its kin, 
the "public eXlminltio'ls," it mu,t be w')rthy of a plaC! in some museum. 
Where is B!lrnum ? 
A.ide from sarColSll, the st"nda-dof work and scholar;hip, ,l[ffU,.ally, ill ' 
Kansas i, -very low, and the I \w keeps it so. Think of a county superinten, : 
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dent who can descend to public card playing "certifying': to a man's "good , 
moral cjlaracter." With the best rural school houses to be found in any 
Wcstern State, and a fair supply of apparatus and lar~e attendance, the schools 
of Kansas ' ought to be in the frJnt. They are," sad to say, far in the rear, 
Many counti'es in several Northern states, can show better work in their "mix· 
ed" s~hools, thl n the average graded school here. There is brain enough, 
but it is generally found "lyinJ around loo,e," Other occupations absorb the 
l:i~t brains, and leave the m,n "who have taught in Kansa,," and, who are 
protected fr"m 'competition by the law, to squabble over the pittance doted 
out by the school boads, and known", " telchor's salary," which they have to 
eke out as best they can by boading at h om, and riding their own hor;e from 
two to five miles to and from school each d 'y. The time for proparation for 
tlleir 'duties is like their pay, small in the amount, and smaller in quality, if 
quality cah be measured that way. The people are "burdened to death" 
wiih taxes to pay "bond interest" for railroads, and the like, and the schools 
~llffer again. An almost entire di;regarcl of the Sabbath ohtains tbroughout 
the country and largely in ci ties. Of course general morals are I nv, and the 
schooh suffer again . Good moral c lmmunities support and blve good schools 
almost universally in the United States. Kansas needs to change her statutes 
and her school men som,whlt to), even at the risk of putting one of those 
odi,?us "carpet-b'g" professors into some oJ her lar~er and (then will be) 
better sch'ools. U. K , E . 
FORT SCOTT, KAN" May I, 1879, 
PROSPECTIVE DANGER TO THE ST. LOUIS PUBLIC KINDER· 
GART-ENS. 
The antagonism against the publi c kindergartens in St. Louis seeins to be 
again in the ascendant. A fri end of them writes to us that the mljority of the 
teachers are opposed to them, because tbey see in them the direct cause of a 
fresh movement to retrcnch their salaries. The rea,on is a selfish one, it is 
true, but a natur.l1 one. "I-Iowever," he adds, "many of their fonner friends 
complain that in their present form tbey are a farce. If children are not reo 
ceived before they are six years old, and if the kindergartem are carried on 
as a sort of pre· primary schools; one is tempted to wish for their abrvgation, 
in the interest of the ca:usc. If they shoul d be abolished, I have no doubt, 
quite a number of private and charity kindergartcns would be organized and 
well supported; and th ese could be carried on in purer form, not heing at the 
mercy of that capricious, many.headed monster,-the sch )ol·board of a large 
city." It seems, however, tbat as yet a majority of tbe membersqf the school. 
board are in fdvor of sustaining them, so that there is still hope. 
The fall of the public kindergartcns at St. Louis would be a national ca. 
lamity. The Boston school·board had a so·c~lled public kindergarten as an 
H experiment 11 which was a failure in its very inception, and which was b lltnd 
to be abortive in spite of the efficiency of the kindergartner in ch lTge. It has 
come to nn end, and the fri end, of the cause hav" no reaso~ to be sad . By 
its f.ll an imped iment was. removed. E lsewhere, efforts to e,tahli,h public 
kindergartens failed, but they left the field open and better pr~pared fur new 
endeavors. H ere, however, we have a vast s.cheme, pure ~nd perfect in ' ils 
. inception , with all the elements of full suc~ess, pushed furward with rare sin · 
gleness of purpose and with unerring tact, becoming mne and more prosper. 
ous fr"m year to year: -a scheme that h ld gruwn to be the pride of the fa· 
vored metropolis, the pride and h?pe of every progressi Ye educ ltor-teacher 
or puent-throughout our republic. By a disregardei st,tute c.)ncerning 
school.ages this scheme is forced int) hal fmelSures and compromists:-if it 
Jails, all will ~u'tain irretrievable lo;s; the nation will have more to mourn 
than the unlucky city.-Tllt Ntw Education. 
The opinion, sO' prevalent In many localities, that almost any teacher is 
sufficiently skillful to do primary work, is a very dangerous sentiment to en-
tertain. My experience, as an observer in the various for.ns of school work, 
has long since convinced me that ·for primary teaching we need more ta~t, 
natural adaptation, knowledge of human nature, wisdom in managing, and a 
heart full of love fcir the c~use, than in any otber department of school work. 
''F1>e first impressions of school days, and the incidents connected with them; 
very of len romain upon the mind throughout a life time. Very of len the germ 
which afte\' a process of development determines the !l'entll growth of the 
man was Ii .. t vivified hy the radiance that came from the sunshine of early 
scllool life. The converse of this ide';, is also true, viz. : that many germs of 
learning have sickened and died out f~,."ver, because they lacked the genial 
warmth of a kind wJrd and the life.giving force of wise counselaoQ judicious 
direction. LEWIS FuNK. 
CHICAGO NOTES. 
In looking over the ' teachers' directory in the last report of the Board of 
Education, we observe that the greater number of principoJ positions are held 
by persons not educated in Chicago-we do not say educated outside of 
Chicago. This may be accounted for by the inordinate cheek of the immi-
grants and the ineffable modesty of the indigenous Chicagoan. 
"Magnul est carpet· bagger et prevalebit." 
By the system of records now in Ule, if a child goes from one room to, 
another in the same school he is a new child, and if he goes to a different 
school he is two or three new children; but what number he is if he comes. 
back to the room he started from, is one of those thillgs which "no fellah can 
find out." It IS a beautiful device for the manufacture of artificial children. 
There's millions in it. 
The answer given to the literary puzzle by "Prism" in the last number oJ: 
the 'WEEKLY is not correct. The following is the correct answer: 
With lily pads the oars are trifling; 
With eager hands the hlosso T.S riRing; 
Each shouts "Away dull care I fling," 
And echo anowen, "Fling." 
Those who meditate mischief to the puhllc schools ought to take warning 
from the political fate of two or three parties who tried to pose as reformers 
at the expense of the schools. A memher of the ur~form" council which 
cut down the salaries of teachers 25 per cent has liad his reputation so dam. 
aged in the "lists" that he had to apply for a coat of legislative plaster. It 
may be a question whether his reputation has been improved by the experi. 
ment At the recent charter election every alderman who tried to win a 
brief notoriety hy throwing halls furnished hy small demagogues at the high 
schOOls had his hrief career hrought to an inglorious end. .From one other 
we expected better things, and "when every tongue his falsehood named we 
fled the unwelcome story," but in an evil hour he was seduced hy the cnemy 
and now there is no teacher so poor as to do hi'm reverence. 
Gone to us! dead to us! he whom we wo;";hiped, 
Low lies the altar we've made to his name; 
Madly his own ' hand hath hlasted and laid it low; 
Madly his ow~ breath hath blasted his fame. 
Honestly and candidly, the 'cadet system in vogue in the Chicago schools 
is a failure. Apprentice teachers outside the practice departme!)t of a nor· 
mal school cannot be made to believe that they are giving their time not for 
the public goud but for their own. They imagine that their work is ex· 
tremely valuable, whereas in many cases they arl! si~ply in the way. The 
time they spend working for nothing should, they think, give them claims on 
the schools,. or on a particular school· for a place, though their very presence 
may be a source of discomfort and botheration to the poor principal, who 
cannot make a vacancy fo~ them and can by no hint however broad induce 
them to stay at home. 
The plan was introduced into the ChiCago schools at the beginnini of this 
school year' with a great flourish of trumpets; but, as a substitute (or t4e City 
Normal, it has heen a dismal failure. No more cadetting. By oJl means 
let the Normal be re.opened . . 
-~------
The schedule of salaries recommended to the Board of Education at its 
las~ meeting is a curiosity, yet its fathers claim for it the.merits of simplicity 
and fairness. It .is SQ simple (?) tha~ it is difficult to describe it. The 
salaries of principals of primary schools are based on the number of. pupils, 
and those of the principals '"f the grammar senools on the number and grade 
of pupils, with a provided at the end to avoid a ridiculous state of affairs in 
relation to two or three o( the best principaia of the schools. Tlie number 
of pupils in a school would' not be a very bad classification of, salaries per· 
haps, if the best tJ:&chers were in charge of the largest schools, or if ' the ""me 
basis were adopted throughout the entire system up to and inc\u.dlng the high 
school. 
-This is the way a Louisville teacher illustrated the suhject: "Teacher-
"Jimmy, if you were so wicked as to steal your mother's preserves, and she 
were to fi.nd it out, and were to be ever so grieved, and ask you to promise 
not to do so any .more, wouldn't you feel very, very sorry, and;-" Jimmy-
"No, 'm!" Teacher-uyou wouldn',?" Jimmy-"l'd feel powerful glad, 
I tell yerl" T!acher-"Jimmyl James Storms I" Jimmy-"Cause why,? 
she didn't wollop like she allus does-that's why."-Louiwillt Courier. 
7ou,."al. 
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. THE STATES. 
MICHIGAN,-Elmer D. North , for the past four years principal of tbe Dans 
ville school, has been elected principal of the schools at Mason for next year. 
Hereafter at the State University Monday of commencement week is to be 
known as University Field Day, and a tournament consisting of all sorts of 
athletic sports will be in the order of proceedings. 
It is expected Ihat Gen. W .. T . Sherman will participate in the commence-
ment exercises of the Michigan Military Academy about the middle of Jun~. 
A state teachers' institute is to be held at Petoskey during the week begin-
ning May 26. Prof. R . W. Putnam, Ypsilanti, conductor, C. L. Barber, 
Petoskey, local committee. -
State Superintendent C: A, Gower has been invited to open the discussion 
upon "Supervision of Schools" at tbe next meet!nj[ of tbe National Educa. 
tional Association in P.hilsdelpbia. 
There are 6'z students in tbe senior class of the literary department of the 
University tbis year. 
.The state teachers' institute at Jonesville MV 5 to 9 ~ reported to bave 
been a successful one. 
The Howell scbools have enrolled this year 525 different pupils. Number 
belonging May 2, 391 . 
The following ioint resolution has passed both houses of the state Legisla-
ture and received the approval of the Governor : 
Joint resolution autborizing the' Governor to cause an annual inspeC!i01l: of. the 
Michiian Military Academy, to commission the officers of the IDslttulto.n, 
and ,to appoint its graduates as brevet second lieutenants in the state mil· 
ilia. 
WHEIlItAS, The General Government has recognized the Michigan Mili-
~ Academf"at Orchard Lake, by detailing an officer of the regular army as 
one of its professors, and by supplying it with a full equipment of. arms, am-
munition, and camp equipage; 
AND WHEIl!tAS, The teaching of military science and tactics to tbe young 
men of tbis state will materially aid in the instruction and efficiency of its 
militia; therefore, 
B~ i/ R~solv~d by tlu Smat~ a"d Hous~ of R~resm/ativ~s of flu State of 
MicMga", That the Governor sball cause an annual inspection t? ~e o:'ad~ of 
the discipline, courses of study, and general manqement of thIS Institution, 
and further, be it -
R~solv~d, That the graduates of this academy shall be eligible to appoint-
ment as ' brevet second lieutenants in th,e state troops, and may be commis-
lioned and alligned to companies at the discretion of the Governor, upon the, 
recommimdalton of the inspecting officers, not to exceed one to each com·, 
pany ' and further, the Governor is authorized to a paint and commission the 
luperIntendent as colonel, and the mili ry pro essor, quartennaster, and sur-
geon, each as majors in the state troops. 
Michigan University haS enrolled tbe present year the following number of 
students who had previously completed courses of study, viz.: 1 I lits, 1 hom-
eop., :I pharmica, :17 medics, and 50 laws, a total of 91 post·graduate students, 
some of whom received their degrees from such institutions as Yale, Har-
vard, Ambent, Diitmouth, ('.ornell, Columbia, Rochester College of New 
Jeney, Unlveni17 of Virginia. Kentucky, Oberlin, and one comes from a co~­
lege in England, while another obtained his B. S. in Germany. Add to thiS 
that in in tbe law department were 39 persons who bad previously been ad. 
mitted to tlle 'bar, and amoilg tbe titles of students was Ph. D., the highest 
degree ever gi~en for scholarship, and that the calendar snows a grand agere-
gate attendance of 1,372, representin! not only all parts of tbe United States 
and Canada, but Mexico, Porto Rico, Bllrmah, Australia, England, and Pma· 
aia. and it reflects great credit upon our Vniversity.-Ezc.ta"l'" 
ILLINOIS.-The report of Supt. Cbarles L. Howard, of Centralia, shows a 
total enrollment for the year of 858. The attendance and punctuality have 
not been high, for various reasons, and Sup!. Howard comments sharply on 
the fact in his report, which is an interesting and readable document. At the 
Isst meeting of tbe board of education a resolution of thanks was adopted for 
the efficieut manner in which the work of supervision had b~en performed, 
and a certificate was presented Mr. Howard by the board signed by the presi. 
dent and the secretary. Tbis action was wholly voluntary on the part of the 
board and was received with surprise by Mr. Howard, who expected nothing 
of the kind. 
The pupils and the teachers of the Seventh Grade room in East :Danville 
deserve tbe compliment of public notice in this column. This room, for the 
mont~' of April, was perfict in punctuality, and came within four half days of 
being perfect in altendance. The Second and Third Grade room, Southto!!n. 
had the next highest average, 99.15, ' which is also remarkably high. In the 
Seventh Grade there are enrolled-boys, 12, girls, 17; average daily atlenci-
ance, 289. The attendance of tbe boys was perfect. The girls missed four 
ha'f days. This school has had tb'e highest average for six months of the cur-
rent school year, and for the last four montbs in succession. A framed "card 
of honor" is given to the room, ,whicb reads, "This school ranks ,NO. 1 in 
punctuality and attendance." Does not this school rank No. 1 in the sll!te as 
respects these items ? It must be so conceded until some other school pre-
sents a better record. The per cent of attendance is based here upon tbe 
monthly enrollment, and not upon the number belonging, as used to be the 
case. 
Douglas Cou"ty .-The interest in scbool matters has been increasing during 
the past year in Douglas. A series of monthly institutes has been held alter-
nately at Camargo and Newman. The first was held in September, tbe last, 
being tbe eightb, in April. These have been well attended, and much good 
is tbe resul t. Aside from special exercises at each meeting regular academic 
work by regular teachers in several branches has been a part of the plan 
throughout. This academic work was on tbe plan of the work proposed at 
the Normal at Champaign last year, It is a good plan as it enables teachers 
to teach and advance. T . C. Clendenen, presic;lent, Josie Carson, a Normalite, 
secretary. The Camargo schools have built up wonderfully. F . A: Starr ,had 
charge last year, and will remain next. Miss Hattie Barber and Josie Carson 
(Normalites) assisted and did much to aid Mr. Starr. D . S. Buterbaugh 
taught an excellent country school a fe w miles nortb of Camargo. Prof. E . J . 
H oenshel thinks of leaving Tuscola, and accepting a standing offer of the 
Board at Augusta, H ancock county. Owing to reduction of salary, Prof. Al-
len Waters will not remain at Arcola. A petition of teachers and leading tax-
payers failed to cause the county supervisors to increase the Superintendent of 
Schools' salary sufficient to allow him to visit schools. J. W. King, our su-
perintendent, would like to visit the schools, and further the cause in that way, 
but we have an economical ( !) board. There are but few of the teachers in 
the county taking THE EDUCATIONAL WEEK~LY, and it is just the paper we 
all should read . One of the county papers has had an educational column, but 
that no more supplies the place of the WEEKLY, t!lan a joint of stove·pipe the 
place of a stove. At our pr~posed institute we will try to get a lot to su~cribe 
fo)' the Illinois teacbers' weekly visitor-THE E DUCATIONAL W EEKLY. * 
T he public schools of Mount Vernon closed May 7 for the summer vacation. 
Mr. Fralock, the principal, has been engaged for another year. As an even-
ing entertainment the entire school presented the fairy operata of " Laila," 
IInde,' the supervision of Mrs. Emma L. Belz, the daughter of Principal Fra-
lock. It was a magnifi cent sll ccess. 
IowA,-Wapello is building a ~ne sch~ol-house . / 
Simpson Centenary Ccllege is said to have but a short lease of life. 
Morning S UIl has subscribed $5,000 toward the esta,bli~ment of a college at 
that place. Another $5,000 installment is needed. ' , 
Albion Seminary has reading contests wbich are well attended.' The plan 
is a good one. ' 
• T he Marshall R~ubli(a .. , speaking of the reelection of W. W. Speer to the 
office of Superintendent ,of Schools, says ; .. H e is undoubtedly one of the 
very best superintendentS in Iowa, and by bis careful, considerate, impartill'. 
and correct discharge of tbe duties of the position has well earned the succes-
sion without opposition." 
Supt. Rogers of the Marshalltown pl!olic schools has recommended that the 
entire corps of teachers of that city be retained for the coming year. 
The Iowa Agricultural College school of cookery is progressing finely. For 
a certainty Iowa takes tbe l e~d ill educating yonng women to, be useful and 
capaole. ' 
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The commencement exercises of Iowa College, at Grinnell,' will be held in 
the elegant new stone church just completed at this place. 
Dr. Peck, Dean of the University Medical Faculty, has gone to Atlanta as 
a representative to the National Convention of Medical Colleges. 
Mr. J. K . Sweeney, the gentlemanly and efficient superintendent of the 
East Waterloo pnblic schools, has been reelected. 
Ainsworth is to have a new schoolhouse. 
The Inter·State Oratorical contest at Iowa city last week was a most com· 
plete a'nd gratifying snccess. Five states were ably represented and an im _ 
mense audience was more than delighted . Mr. R. M. La Follette, of the 
State University of Wisconsin , won the gold medal, and Mr. J. A. Barber, of 
Oberlin College, Ohio, carried the second pri ze to the Buckeye state. The 
audience awarded the second prize to Miss Ida M. Miller, of Springfield, Mo., 
but the Judges, Gen. W. H. Gibson, of Ohio, Prof. W. T . Harris, of SI. Louis, 
and Hon. C. W. Slagle;of Iowa, thought differently. Mr. LaFollette's sub-
ject was "!ago," which he handled in a masterly manner and was without 
doubt the orator of the occasion. 
The fonowing officers of ' the Inter-State Association were elected for the 
coming year : President-C. E. Morse, Oberlin College, Ohio; Vice· President 
-Miss Ida Miller, Springfield, Missouri; Secretary and -Treasurer-J. M. 
Dodson, Madison, Wisconsin. 
Under the able and successful management of Prof. J. B. Y~ung, city su-
perintendent, the Davenport schools are in a fine condition; According to 
his last report the number studying German is 2,487 ; average att<ndance, 
3.480 ; average belonging, 3,669, The average attendance is 275 in excess 
of the corresponding month of last year. 
OHIO.-The Hamilton county teachers' association held its last session for 
the present school year last Saturday. "Teachiug as a Stepping-Stone". was 
the topic of remarks made by Mr. Florien Glauque, an ex·teacher of prom-
inence in the county, who has stepped into the law. He contended that tbe 
numbers of professional men wbo tauglit while preparing for othe r vocations 
were among ilie most energetic and successful, and as Congressmen, judges, 
and other officials, have a special regard for the interest and welfare of the 
• schools. He was loudly applauded. Supt. Peaslee, of the Cincinnati schools, 
inveighed against "dime novels ;" said that in all our schools arithmetic is 
made too prominent, and should give way to the study of literature to some 
extent; less elocution and more reading; more history, declamation, and com- ' 
position, and less concern about the per cent obtained on examination. Good 
teachers get good per cents, but the best teachers do not necessarily get the 
highest per cents. Written examinations and the percentage system are 
good when properly used. Not all pupils should be passed, and if more than 
about four-fifths are passed in the upper grades, there may be cause for a sur-
prise. Mr. Peaslee' s remarks were very warmly received, as expressive of 
the views of most of those present. 
WISCONSIN.-The first public school teacher of this state i. Edward Weat, 
Esq., of Appleton, who is sixty years of age, and ably managing larg~ busi· 
ness interests yet. Teaching will never be the profeSSIon we hope to make 
it, or even a reliable occupation, till more of us learn how to grow old and 
comfortably well off without fossilizing or going into trade. 
It is believed the average time of service of the public school ·teachers of 
this state will not reach beyond sixteen months. An experienced iuperin-
tendent not lonl! since found out that of the 120 tellchers employed in his 
county, 100 of them had only taught an average of 1m mo"flu. 
Rev. E. D. Huntly, presiding elder of the Madison District, seems to be 
the coming Dian for the Presidency of Lawrence University at Appleton, at 
ieast the papers would indicate as much. We have no idea whether or not 
he, wants the place, but we must say that it would seem very much like har · 
nessing a cross between Pegassus and Bucephalus to an omnibus. The 
tread-mi1llife of a coUege president would be worse than a straight-jacket 
for 1\ genius like Huntly, and if he takes the place it will be because he 
kliows himself a gre!,t deal better, or a great deal less than any of his friends. 
Miss Lizzie Hanson lives two and three-iourths miles from the school · 
house ' n Eau Claire. During twenty-six weeks, she has been absent only 
three 4ays and tardy once, and during the time has walked about 700 miles. 
Prof. A. T. Hutton must keep up a wonderful degree of interest to attract a 
pupil that distance through storm and frost day after day till she tramped out 
such a long weary journey as that; but then he is a man who has such opin-
iOM as this which is in his last report: 
We accept in good faith the "Please excuse abs.ence," sent us by parents. 
We do not pry into private family matters. ,Why a child is kept from 'school 
by his parents is not our business. The "excuse" certifies to us that the child 
was lupt 0111 by fl,. parmts. That is all we have a right to require. 
The Inter-Collegiate Convention recently held its annual contest in Beloit, 
The State University, Lawrence University, Ilnd. Beloit College were all the 
institutions represented. Mr. LaFollette, of the State_ University, was the 
winner. We have read his critique on Iago, and if his delivery was at all in 
keeping with his matter his competitors were certainly distanced. We have 
not compared.his work with the analysis of the same character by Shakes-
pearean critics, and so are not sure of his entire originality, but if he is not 
open to objection in that direction, his paper is a marvel of criticism and 
doubly so as coining from an under graduate. 
Raeine College is left in good shape,-$48,~in cash and buildings and 
grounds with $150,000 free of debt. But that is not all, its friends are raising . 
an endowment fund of $120,000, and that will put the institutiOn securely on 
the road for a long journey. .. 
The law says that Saturdays shan not be counted in making up a te~cher's 
time and the State Superintendent says that even if the Board is willing the 
teacher . cannot make up lost time by teaching Saturdays. How the boys and 
girls will rejoice when they find out that the state has declared that no one 
shall have power to take away their regular weekly holiday. 
The Bay View school is peing greatly improved inside and out by the efforts 
of the teachers and scholars. Beautiful pictures on the walls and beautiful 
trees in the yard will doubtless conspire to develop beauty in the lives of all 
in any way connected with the school. It seems as though the good days were 
coming in the history of public school work. 
INDlANA.-The teachers in and about South Bend are discussing the bless-
ingsand thejevils of "boarding 'round." Miss Hattie Potter recently read an 
interesting paper on the subject before the Warren township teachers' insti-
tute; and the county board of education, at their last semi·annual meeting, 
unanimously voted to abolish the custom, and pay teachers wages sufficient to 
justify them in boarding where they may choose. This board also voted to 
levy a ~x in each township, whicb, added to the public school money, would 
be sufficient to run the schools from eight to nine months, and tbe schools to 
opeu in September or October. 
_ MISSISSIPPI.-The Meridian Mercury bas tbis to say of the free school 
system: "The public school system is a Yankee importation, forced 
into our system, as oth~r novel inventions of reconstruction, to alBict .Southern 
men and women. These Southern States owe it to themselves to abohsh 
these systems with a ruthless hand, and put the negro upon defraying the ex-
penses of his own education." This may be the peculiar Sq,ulurto view of 
the case, but we cannot believe that so medi.n1 a sentiment prevails gener-
. ally among intelligent people in the South. 
MINNESOTA.-No reduction of salaries in public schools of Northfield for 
next year. Teacbers bave been reelected. 
May 7, thirty-eigbt students received diplomas of graduation from the Nor-
mal School at Winona. Au address was given to the clllss by Principal Mo-
rey, also by Hon. Duane D?ty, of Chicago, Governor Pillsbury, and State 
Supt. D. Burt. . 
PENNSYLVANIA.-The &11001 70u,."al for May contains two articles from 
the WEEKLY. One is credited to the Practical Teac1ltrand the other appears 
as a contribution. . 
The Edllcafiolt41 Vd'iu, published at Pittsburg, say. that there is more ex-
c.itement at present among the good peopleof that city on the subject of pub-
hc schools than at any previo.us time since the public scbools were established. 
There is a cry of economy, and the public schools of course are the first to 
be attacked. 
NEW ENGLAND.-Out of eighteen teachers engaged' for the district schools 
in Hampshire county, Mass., all are women except one. 
Two members of the Petersham, Mass., school board resigned recently 
because the town voted such small appropriations for the schools. 
Dr . . B. Joy Jeffiries has applied the color. blind test to 14,732 Boston public 
school children, and finds that of 9,303 boys 361 or 3.88 per cent were affected 
while of 5,429 girls the per cent was .oj6 only two being so troubled. ' 
. There are seventy-four femaIe members of school committees in Masaachu. 
setts; they are said to be efficient in their work. 
ALABAMA.-Another educational journal comes to us from "south of the Ohio 
river "-Tht Normal Rtporttr, published at Marion, Alabama. 
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LITERARY AND MISCELLANEOUS ITEMS. 
- Dr. C. W. Leffingwell, well known to readers of the WEEKLV, has pur-
chased Tlu Living Church, of Chicago, and becomes sole owner and editor . 
The prosperou , career of that vigorous young weekly is thus materially 
brightened. The office of TIlt Living Ch"rc/. is in Ashland Block; our 
f.iends may be sure of a double welcome when they call. 
-Mr. W. F. Schneider, of Cleveland, Ohio, has succeeded in publishing 
a series of novel blackboard helps for Sunday schoo ls, which are not only 
cheap, but also really a success in thlt direction. They are designed to il· 
lustrate the lesson, of the International S!ries, and mly be had for tbree 
dollars a year. All teachers and superintendents of Sabbath schools kn ow 
the value_of a blackboud illustration . I t is sometblng indi ;pen;able to per· 
fect success in teaching. ' Tbis new design is well executed, and not " over· 
done':' If is si mple, plain, and helpful. 
- The University of Notre Dame, Ind., wa totally destroyed by fire, April 
23. The 103s is about j\200,O:X>, insured for $60,0:x>. It will be at once reo 
built. 
- Tanetaro Megata, a J ap.nese student in Hoston University, delivered the 
closing lecture before the Middlesex County Teachers' As>ociation, at Water · 
town, Mass. , recently, on Japanese education. 
-Emma E. Brown furnishes the May PVid, Awak, with a very readable 
and suggesti~e article entitled "Boston Whittling Schools." It IS fully il · 
lustrated . It IS scarcely neces;ary to remind ou r readers of the uniform ex· 
cellence of this juvenile magazine . The May number is one of the richest 
periodicals ever published for young folk ,. No intelligent person will make 
a mistake by sending two dollars to D L~throp & Co., B" tol, for one year's 
subscription. 
- The new edItion of Webster's Unabridged D ictionary has at last been 
announced by the publishers, MesiTs. G. & C. Merriam, Springfield, Mass . 
A supplement has b!en added contain ing over 4,600 new words and mean-
ings, and a new Biographical Dictionary of 9,700 names, ancient a'ld mod· 
ern (i ncluding many now living), giving the name, pronunciation, nationality, 
profession, and date of each. Now we all want the new cclition . What 
sball we ,10 with our old one? 
- Blue E"lTth County, Mi nn ., bas fifteen truss and arch bridges, four of 
wood and eleven of iron, ranging in cost from $770 to $8 1 ,000, the total being 
$157,109. An $8,000 ir.:!n bridge has just been completed at Rapidan. 
-Chinamen wear five buttons only on their coats, that they may keep in 
sight something to remind them of tbe five principal moral virtues wbich 
Confucius recommended. These are jm, humanity; y, justice; /y, order; 
te/u, prudenc~; and Sill, rectitude. 
-The" Chicago Home for tbe Friendless," an institution that extends re-
relief and gives a temporary sbelter to hundreds of worthy, indigent women 
and children, has no employed solicitor, but is largely dependent upon the 
H OIII' Visitor, a paper designed to be tbe organ of the" Home," naming its 
needs, acknowledging donations, and giving inside views of the immense 
wo..rk done there; tlie charitably inclined would greatly assist the worthy 
cause, and at the same time get value received, by sending their address, with 
sixty cents (the subscription price) , to the editor, at 911 Wabash Ave., 
Chicaglf,' and thereby secure the paper. 
- Mtillod oj St1ldy ilt Social Scim" is the subject of an essay written by 
Supt. Wm. T . Harris, of 51. Louis, and first published ill Tilt Wut,,,., but 
now issued in pamphlet form. It was originally delive;ed as a lecture before 
the 51. Louis Soci.1 Science Association, March 4, ;879 . G. I. Jones & Co., 
51. Louis, pubhshers. 
-A surprising announcement has been made tbat SU pl. H enry Kiddie, for 
many years past superintendent of schools in New York City, h .. , published a 
book in which he claims to present a revelation of the future life. The book 
is entitled" Spi ritual Communications," and the autbor declares tbat he has 
simply arranged the ·communications which came to him from the spi rit world 
through the alleged mediumistic power of hi ; daughter and son. There are 
in the book communication. from Sbakespeare, Blcon, QJeen Elizabeth, Sir 
Isaac Newton, Mozart, Cbristopher Columbus, George Wasbing.on, Benjamlll 
Franklin, Napoleon, William Cullen Bryant. Byron, Martin Luther, Pio Nino, 
St. Peter, St. Paul, nnel a host of others, including Boss Tweed. 
- About 4,000 copies of the "Lady uf the Aroostook" h ave been sold, and 
tbe popularity of this m st capital story seems only just beginning. It is with-
out doubt tbe best of Mr. Howell's writings. 
-The publication of the new and sumptuous edition of Macaulay'S "Eng-
land" calls out, in the March Harpfr, an interesting statement of the extraor-
dina y sale of that work when it was brought out in this country thirty years 
ago. The first two volu mes were issued here in the winter of 1848.'49 . In 
London, where they were issued a, large and expensive books, 13,000 copies 
had been sold in les, than three months, while large English editi"ns were at 
this same time disposed of in France and Germany. But in this country the 
sale was unprecedented. A, early as April, 1849, there were six editions ill 
the market , and problbly over 60,000 copies had been disposed of. The 
Harpers predicted in a letter to Macaulay that .n three m~nths' time the sale 
would amount to 200,000 copies. S . ven years later Edward Everett wrote 
to the historian on information derived from "bookselle rs of the best authori-
ty" t!)at "no book had ever lad such a sa'e ill the United States, except the 
Bible and one or two school· books of universal use. " Besides numerous Eng. 
lish editions on the Continent there have been six translati .>ns of the work into 
German, and it ha, boen published il) the P"lish, Danish, Swedish, Italian, 
French, Dutch, Spanish, Hungarian, Ru .;sian, Bohemian, and Per~ian Ian · 
guages. 
- A new serial story by Jean lngelow began in the numher of Lit/drs 
L;vi"g Af ' for the week ending April 26. It is publisbed from the autbor's 
advance sheets, and open> in a very interesting way. The progress of a new 
story by this p opular writer will be eagerly watched. 
THE ILLINOIS NORMAL SCHOOLS. 
The foll owing letter was published in the Springfield State 
R egister, April 9, 1879, and is worthy of being read by every 
tax-paying citizen of Illinois. We are glad to give it the bene-
fit 01 publication in these columns. 
Edilor 5101, ./?,cisl,r: Last Friday, during the debate upon the bill to 
abolish the normal universities at Normal and Carbondale, a democratic memo 
ber of the house, justly entitled to respect by reason of his ability, made a 
statement that the state had expended in support of the State Normal Univer. 
sity at Normal, si nce its establishment twenty·two years ago, the sum of $502.-
241 .80. His statement may mislead rr.any persons wbo will place confidence 
in his usual accuracy. It is incorrect, except in the sense that a guardian ex-
pends money of his ward in support of his ward, as a brief presentation of 
facts will sbow. 
By the terms of the third and fourth paragraphs of section six of the act of 
congress of April 18, 18t8, " enabling the state of 1I1inois to form a state con 
stitution," an educat.ional fund was prov.ded for, and placed as a trust fund in 
the custody of the then proposed state of Illinois, to be bestowed exclusively 
upon a college or university, and for the sole use of a seminary of learning, 
and it was a continuou,ly increasing fund, at least up to the year 1860. 
Prior to the year 1835, so much of the above educational fund as had ac· 
cumulated was kept on deposit in the brancb Bank of the United States, at 
SI. Louis. On the 6th of February, 1835, the legislature of IIIino!s passed 
an act that this fund sbould be taken by the state treasurer, "and applied to 
demands against the state treasury in the same manner as money derived from 
the ordinary sources of revenue;" and the same act p;ovided "that tlu stal, 
shall 0' cha-:g,aol,wit; th, illl,rut, at Ilu ral, oj six p,r unt p". 0111"'111, Ih , 
iltlu,s( 10 be addtd 10 Ih, pri,/Cipal OImually." In plain \\"ords, the state of 
Illinois, being out of money with which to pay its ordinary expenses, convert· 
ed that educational fund to its own use, and agreed to pay compound interest 
upon it. The interest upon that fund was never bestowed upon a college 
university or seminary of learning until 1857 ; and until that date the sover-
eign state of Illinois was exercising its power without right, in withholding 
the use of the fund from the beneficiary intended and designated by the fed-
eral government, which was the donor. 
In addition to the act of the legislature above qnoted, the general obliga. 
tion of law, as declared by our , upreme court, upon the trustee of a tru; t fund, 
where the same ha, been converl ed to his own use by Ihe trustee, compels 
him to pay compound interest; and the very fact of the soverignty of tbe 
state (within the scope of its powers) should oblige obedience to the letter 
and spirit of the laws of its own creation. There are moral obligations in · 
cumbent upon states a; upon individuals. Applying the plain mandate of tbe 
above cited act, and the rule enforced by the courts against all trustees 
who convert trust fuuils to their own us~ , it will be found tbat this educational 
fund amounted in 1857 to a little more than half a million of dollars. All otber 
scbool funds are readily loaned at ten per cent, an1 administrators who hold 
money of an intestate estate more than two and a half years, are required to 
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pay ten per cent upon the money so withheld. Is there any reason in law or 
morals why the state of Illinois should not pay ten per cent per annum upon 
tbis educational fund? And if the trustee of this educational fund were 
only required to act . in conformity with the laws that it has itself made to 
govern other trustees, the annual income from this fund would more than 
pay all the expenses of both the State Normal Schools. 
So it will be seen that the statement made by the honorable member last 
Friday is only true in the sense that the state has been liqudiating its honest 
debts-paying the interest justly due upon thi s educational fund granted by 
the United States to the use of a university and seminary. 
The foregoing summary of facts does not affect the question of the policy 
of maintaining normal schools with the income of this educational fund. 
But until some other university is endowed with this fund, its annual appro· 
priation under the endowment acts of 1857 and 1869 would seem to be only 
what common honesty would dictate. It may be best to give it to Ewing 
College, in Franklin county, and to Eureka College, in Woodford county. 
An increase of educational facilities in these two democratic counties is not 
suggested upon the supposition that it is needed there ; for it will not be dis-
puted that, as between the two great political parties, the democratic party is 
'tbe better representative of the intelligence of the whole country ; and it 
sbould be the champion of education everywhere. A coutrary impression , 
with great untruth, and injustice, is so ught to be made in certain localities . 
But tbe first strictly free school law in this state was enacted by a democratic 
legislature. Tbe State Normal University was created by a democratic leg. 
slature; and the only two legislatures since its creation that have been 'en. 
tirely under tbe control of the democratic party, unanimously endorsed the 
action of the legislature of 1857, by leaving undisturbed tbe endowment of 
tbe State Normal University, and continuing tbe appropriation for its main · 
tenance. Tbe democratic party will not now assume the burden of reversing 
its action in creating the State Normal University twenty-two years ago. It 
bas too many other matters to attend to. Moreover the political father of the 
demo~ratic party was Thomas Jefferson, the apostle alike of democracy and 
education, and its great mission is to secure the right ordering of our complex 
system of government according to the Jeffe ... onian theory ; one of the nec· 
essary elements in his theory being the education of the whole people. The 
dangers to arise from a consolidated government and the destruction of the 
automomy of the states will diminish as the people are educated and en· 
lightened. Hence the democratic party is only logical when it fosters and 
encourages every help to education. 
It is not intended here to discuss the benefits to arise from normal schools. 
These benefits are susceptible of proof, like any other results, by actual ob-
servation and by the opinion of experts. Whoever is willing to examine the 
subject candidly, will find that the beneficial results of the special training of 
normal schools are proven by a very great preponderance of the evidence. 
A DEMOCRAT. 
SPRINGFIELO, ILL., April 8, 1879. 
EOUCATION IN FRANCE. -A Frenchman writes to the Chicago Tribmu a 
letter which contains the following exposition of the public school system in 
that country : 
"Tbe law provides that incorporated village, town, or city.ward, of a pop· 
ulation not less than 500, should have or own a school · house within its limits. 
All scbool·teachers must be graduates of a normal school ; and each of tbose 
villages, towns, or wards is to h~ve one or more t~achers, according to popu· 
lation. Each county or canton IS to have a supenntendent, who has the pow. 
er to appoint or discharge any teacher in his canton; and he is required to . 
make an examination of each school monthly. The terms of school are to 
be eleven months each year, The teachers receive a direct salary from tbe 
Government, not to be less than 600 francs per annum. The parents of th e 
pupils are taxed 20 cents per month for each scholar; but a provision is made 
in case the parents should be poor and not able to pay this tax-by making 
application to the Mayor, they obtain a certificate of indigency, and that 
frees them from this tax, but their children have the same rights and must 
attend school the same as any other. This school tax goes to the Govern· 
ment like any other Government tax. There is not a house in France but be-
longs'to a village or town corporation. Each corporation has a Mayor, a 
Vice· Mayor, and twelve member;; of the Common Council, which are 
elected every three years by universal suffrage within their respective 
limits. The school·tfacher generally occupies the office of Secretary 
of the Council, and for this he receives an additional sum of about 
100 francs. He is also the leader of the singing department at church 
on the Sabbath, and for this he receives about 100 francs more. After 
a close examination, I cannot see much room for a great deal of im-
provement. There might be a little about the tax; but, according to my 
views, I think it is just tbat, if a man has four or five cbildren, he should 
pay something for their education,-that is, if he is able, as .provided by law." 
Supt. Samuel Eliot, in his report to the Boston Board of Ed ucation, makes 
the following suggestions with a view to avoiding overpressure of work on the 
part of both teachers and pupils : I. The dropping of man y Hud ies hItherto 
required in our schools. 2 . The en largement of the teacher's freedom by a 
partial release from the bondoge of text· books. 3. The teachi ng of spelling, 
writing, reading, geograph )" an i history, by n"tural rather than "Ilificial 
methods. 4. The reduction or written and oral examinati ons to a minimum 
of work for the sake of examiners and examined. 5. A change in the char-
acter of the queslions, hased on the purpose for which examinations are es-
tablished. 6. The proper prinCIple of promotion shou ld be made a healthy 
and natural stimulus to mental growth. The dull pupils should not be ' 0 0 
rapidly advanced, nor the acti ve kept b"ck when prepared to advance. 7. 
The exclusion of industrial education from our public scho·)1 educal ion, 0 11 
grounds of public poli cy and economy. 8. The rednction of school expenses -
by providing free text.bo.oks only in e x~reme cases. 
PAMPHLET~ RECEIVED . 
"Nineteenth Annual Report of the Superintendent of Public Instruction,'" 
State of Minnesota, forthe year ending August 3 1, 1878. Transmitted to 
the Legislature of the Twenty .first Ann ual Session, 1879. D. Burt, Superin-
tendent Public Instruction. 
"Department of the Public Schools, City and County of San Francisco." 
Twenty.fifth Annual Report of the Superintendent of Public Schools, for the 
school year ending June 30, 1878. A. L. Mann, Superintendent of Com-
mon Schools. 
.. Annual Report of the State Superintendent of Public Education." Rob· 
ert M. Lusher, Supt. Public Education. To the General Assembly of Lou-
isiana, for the year 1878. Se,sio'} of 1879. 
"Seventh Annual Report of the Board of Education," for the school year 
ending August 3 I, 1878, Atlanta, Ga. B. Mallon, Superintendent. 
"Examples of Practical Spelling Lessons," by Ocular instead of Oral Dic-
tation. By W. G. W aring and W. S. Schofield. Sower, Potts & Co., Phila· 
delphia. 
"The Science of Wealth." Synopsis of a Six Weeks' Course of Lectures 
in Political Economy, by Geo. T . Fairchild, of the Michigan State Agricultu-
ral College. 1878. 
Here are some good words for the least appreciated class of teachers in the 
state of Wiscom in. 
Some new wrinkle has been added to our educationa l scheme, whe reby principals of h iglt 
schools are required to have a cC rl ific3tC pecu lia r to themselves, as we a rc informed. There 
3fC g rounds of reason fo r this . These princlplals occupy the most important place in the 
sch ool s>:,stem, except the President or the UniverSity. The interes ts in the ir charge are 
!flore ,,:trIcd as well as greater (h:m a nywhere else In the scale . Aga m, a broader education 
IS requlrcd of them l~\ an of :\11)' other persons in the pro(e:,.sion, wuh the same exception as 
before. A professor I~ l~e Univas ity lcacheli one subjecL only , ma thematics , or language . 
or hl s t~ ry; 1.lUl the prll~c lpal of a high school mll :!> l be equall y eouc:u ed on a ll Sides , (ull of 
~ll !.ubJccts , a cyclo~ed l a . He lIIus t be able to lurn rrom mathematics 10 classics , history, 
Iller3lturc, natural s~ l cnce , everYlhlng, and be equally reuLly in all. Let them have a special 
cerf'fi catt:, and let It be worded to express that they are th e bes t educa ted body of men in 
the stalc .- .B'I.raboo NejJUhlic. 
.PI'emiums for New SUbsCl'ibers. 
I. To any present subscriber for THE EDUCATIONAL WEEKLV, 
who will send a new subscriber' s name, with the cash for a year's 
subscription ($2.50) , the publishers hereby offer to give a copy 
of ANY BOOK PUBLISHED, the retail price of which does 
not exceed S 1. 00. 
2. To any p resent subscribe1, who will send two new subscri-
bers' names, with the cash ($5 .00) , we offer to give anyone or 
more books, the combined retail price of which does not exceed 
$2.50, or we will extend the subscription of the ont: sending the 
money one full year. 
3. To any present subscriber who will send more than two new 
subscribers' names, with the cash, at $2.50 each, we will give any 
books published, the combined retail price of which does not 
exceed one half the amount of money sent. 
These who wish books for their own personal use, or for pres-
ents, will find here an easy way to obtain them. The books 
will be sent through the mail, or by express, at the expense of 
THE PUBLISHERS, 
PUBLISHERS' DEPARTMENT. 
TERMS OF SUBSCRIPTI ON. 
Que year (So Nos.), $3.00. If paid in advance, '2. So. 
Six months (25 NOI.), 1.75. /I If 1.50. 
Three months (,2 Nos.) .90. .75 
In clubs of five , 1 year. 2.50. 2 .25. 
U OJ ten, H 2.2S. ::1.00. 
Each State Edit ion (monthly), so ccnll a ycar in adva nce. 
Single COl>lcH fOl' sale at Smith's Book and New s 
Store, 122 Dearborn St., Chicago. 
TERMS OF ADVERTISING. 
Per line, aga ll.! measure, 10 cents each insertion. When a 
ID '~~bli~~~~,liD~;~:t~:~~:;; ~:~lltS: N~:.· Special Notices 
Advertisements running one month or more Will appear in 
all the different m Oil / illy editions of the \V BBKLV, Which are 
published for local circulation in the various sta tes. 
O:Z~ir~or~t:~r~O:g~~:I~~~ib~ ~~?d ~~~~hi:i~h:~:aOnnct;~cu . 
Address all communications to 
S. R. WINCHELL & <':0., Publishers , 
81 Ashtand Block, cor. Ctark and Rantl~~~,~~ ' bt. 
-Read Ihe new advertisements this week. Some 
nre small, but advertisers consider it profitable to 
get even a line or two in the WEEKLY. Our read-
ers can help make it so. 
- We have made special inquiries concerning 
tbe part ies whose responsibili ty was referred to 
in this deparlment a few weeks ago, and are as-
sured thai Ihey are" all rigbt. " II an y subscriber 
is unju;tly dealt with by "arties who advertise in 
tbe ' '''IlEKLY, we ask as a special favor that we 
may be informed of it. Give us definite .fadS, 
which can be substantiated , and we will do our 
best to bring the parties to justice. 
- We shall be pleased to receive word from our 
friends and agems tbroughout the country, as to 
the prospects for our proposed new monthly edi-
tions. How many subscribers may we expect 
from your county before next Christmas? How 
many specimen copies of our June issue shall we 
liend you ? Send us a list of your teachers' names 
and we will mail the fi rst copy directly to them. 
-Prof. Cobn, director of the Western ormal 
Schools of Languages, arrived with his (amlly in 
Chicago on Monday, May 5. He delivered an ad-
dress · and gave experimental lessons on the 
.. Natural Metbod " in Evanston and this City, 
wbich were well received. He will direct four 
summer schools this year, viz.: at Omaha, Grinnell , 
Evanston, and D .. Moines_ Mme. Leontine Cohn 
and Mlle. Marthe Chatelain will conduct the French 
classes in the various scbools_ Botb ladies are na-
tives of France. Of Mme. Cohn, Dr. Sauveur 
writes : .. Mme. C_ has taugbt for some time, ac-
cording to our system of teaching. Recently, dur-
ing the vacation of the current year (1877), she in -
structed, under my direction, classes in tbe Normal 
Scbool at Amberst_ Her success tbere was very 
great, and I bave been a witness of the rare talent 
whicb ahe sbows in the lI1s truction of ber maternal 
tongue . 1 know no one in tbis country more ca-
pable to succeed me in the work which I have done 
in Boston during five years, than Mme. Cohn_ 
Tberefore, 1 consider it as botb a duty and a pleas-
ure to recommend ber very higbly to all of those 
who desire to make of our lallguage a profound nnd 
serious studl-" The editor o( the Bo, ton COl/lImr-
cial Build ... , Mr. Guild, one of her pu pils, says: 
.. As a teacher of Frencb, Mme. Cobn IS particu-
larly gifled. A iady of brillIant mind and invent-
ive powers, with a mobile face and dramatic genius 
in illustralion, sbe warms the most lorpid mind into 
activity, and deligbts the earnest student!' For 
circul ars an cl paruculars concerning Prof. Cobn's 
summer schools, address the secretaries, Prof. E . 
J- James, Ph. D _, Evanston, Ill., or Mr_ F_ W. 
Reed , Grinnell , I owa. Prof. Cohn's address will 
be, during six weeks, Omaha, eb.; on and afler 
July 8, Grinnell, Iowa; on and after Aug_ 18, Ev-
anston, Ill. 
A "Tidal 'Vave u of Popular Favor 
Seems to ~ave struck Scribner'S Montbly_ Tbe in-
crease in sales during tbe past six months ha. bren 
nearly twenty thousand copies, and the ediuon in 
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England has doubled. The May issue (95,000) 
contains thirty.thr" artidu a"d d.partmmts, 
among them an account of .. The New Museum 
in Rome," Wilhelmj and Remt!nyi, A Day on the 
New York Docks, tbe first part of Adeline Traf· 
ton's story, a capital installment of "Haworth's," 
etc., etc., with the first of "The Brazil Papers," 
which have been so long in preparation. In order 
to give new subscribers the opening chapters of 
Mrs. Burnett's Great Novel, "Haworth's," the 
publ ishers offer, or any dealer will supply, the 
ooulld Volume XV II in the new and elegant olive-
green embossed covers (instead of the unbound 
nu mbers) for the past six months, without charge; 
that is for $4.00 will be sent Volume XVII. bound, 
and a six months' subscription (May ' 79 to October 
' 79 inclusive ), with four frontispiece portraits of 
Longfellow, E merson, Holmes, and Whittier. 
. SCRIBNER & Co., 743 Broadway, N. Y . 
The tbird annual Detroit Evmi1lg Nnos excur-
sion to the ' '''hite Mountains will leave Detroit 
July 7th. The round trip, of over 2,000 miles 
(which will include Quebec and the seashore), will 
cost but $25 . Tickets good for 45 days. Full 
particulars may be obtained by sending stamp to 
' '''. H. Brearley , offi ce of tbe Detroit Evmi"g 
Nnos. 
Consumption Ou,1·ed. 
in ~~ ~~n~~y:;c~~nE~~irf~~~~~rs~~~:l~~Y hth~nN,r~~~I~I~Ct~ 
simple vegetable remedy for the speedh and pennanent cure !¥hro~ln:~dL~~~' A~~~~i~~i::s~ l so ~~si't iv~~':~:t:;d i~~r c~~J~ 
(or Nervous l)cbi lity and all Nervous omplai nts, after 
~:;~~;h~tfe1t iit~ hi:d~I~~~~ cr!!~t~v~ k~~=~ ;~ ~7~ussuaff~r~no: 
fellows. Actua ted by Ilu s motive and a des ire to relieve hu-
man suffering, 1 will send free of charge to a ll who deS1Te it, 
this recipe ... with full directions for preparinlZ and using, in 
German, French, or Engl ish. Sent by mail by addreSSing 
:~t.hBi~~.PR~cah~~;r.t~i~ ~~per, \V. 'V . SHBRA:~~!,9. ~corw-
ENGRAVING~, 
CHROMOS. PICTURE FRAMES. Largest assortment 
in the city. Whc.le~a le and retai l. Art Emporium. 
car) HlIl.Ahl J. THOMPSON . 2~9 Waba,h Ave., Chic. go. 
DRS. McCHESNEY, 
TEETH, $8 BEST SET, 
Combining Beauty and l)ractical U~e. 
GOLD FILLING THE FINEST_ 
JOSEPH GILLOTT'S 
~teelWen~ 
SOLcByALL OEALERS T"RCUD"ourffl£WORLO, 
GOLDMEDAL PARIS EXPOStTiON-I B78_ 
-----------
Square and Cube Root. 
A. Shnplo a. SImple Addition, on an Entirely 
BUCKEYE BELL FOUNDRY. New Plan. 
E ffto. bUubcd io 1837. ~ 1I1 ,crlO I' Hd ll or Copper uml 1111 , nlouutcd hi ~e~~::'~1~n::3 c~fie:~. principals of over two hundred 
S~~I~~~~ ~~I~tllll:~~~.;:/~'rl::,lc:,~~r~:oc:.::;::e~:~ ~eDd for circulars describing the method to 
Alltrlll~·I1~~~(lrt:l~QC:~.I~t:tle~!~~ I~·~~a'It.::i. H. H. HILL, 
__ -= ___ V_'_"_"" __ ' '"_&_'_·' __ "::..' --,,0.:.'.:.:" __ . '=d.=S"' .• ,,C:.:lo:.:,::.:lo::D:.:"::.:I  ___ cae 1000 Harrison St., CHICAGO. ILL . 
THEESTEYORGAN 
LEADS THE WORLD. 
STORY 6: CAM ... 
General 1'1anagel'3 for the West, call attention to the above cut, representing 
THE BEST ORGANS FOR SCHOOLS AND CHURCHES EVER 1IADE. 
AI~o to their large stock of DECKER BROS., MATHUSHEK & PEASE PIANOS, for sale at low 
prices and on favorable terms. 
STOR. Y d:) OAl.\£P, 
188 and 190 State Street,. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . _ . 
cch 912 and 914 Olive Street, .... . ......... _ . .. . 
. _ . _ CHICAGO. 
. . _ . ST_ LOUIS. 
Summer School of Lake Forest University. 
The Session of 1879 wi ll Open July 7. 
COURSES of INSTRUCTION.-~?e~~·~:·L;~~;'~~yEl-:!)::~i~~~.ta ' J~c:1~u;: 'allf'F;~~:r/(; 
~ Begi nners and Advanced Cbs es. ' 
For circulars address LA ROY F. G RIFFJN..t Professor of Natu ral Science, 
caa Or J. ADOLPH SC HMIuTZ, Prot. Modern Languages, Lake Fores t, Il l. 
